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PanAfricaniom in the 1970%'s will meet the needs of African
freedom fighters only if it is based on the precicion of sci--

entific analysic. Clags Ltruggle in Africa by lwame lkrumah

is a textbook for this purpose. Nkrumah's analycis provides
the theoretical tools for all revolutionary cadres to apply
in their specific situations. This text duglit to be well
distributec among all progressive african people, correct=-
ing mistaken notiong and bringing ideological clairty.

The analysis is presented in 1% concise chapters, each
summing up particular historical forces 2t work on the African
continent today. Nkrumah supports a scientific and not a u=-
topian PanAlricanism. Thic is based on an understanding of
internal as well as external contradictions facing the African
struggle. He develops four major contentions:

l. 7.es it is impossible to separate race relations
from the capitalist clasc relationshipe in which
they have their rooto.' (p. 29)

"The ultimate victory of the revolutionary forces
depends on the ability ol the zocialist revolution-
ary party to aceess the clacs position in society,
and to sec¢ which clasces and groups are for, and
which against, the revoiution.” (p. 8%)

ie the indigenous bourgecoise who provides the

main means by which international monopoly finance

continues to plunder Africa and to frustrate the

purposes of the African Revolution. The exposure and




the doeleat of the Af'rican bourpgecige; therefore,
provides th ey to the succeszful accomplishment
of the vorkoer-peasant struggle Lo achieve total li-

beration and sOcialicmy, and to advance thie cause

the cntire vorld socialist revolution.” (p. 63)

“.aevolutionary violence is a fundamental law in

revolutiouary struggles. The privileged will not,
unless compelled, surrender pover.” (p. 80)

Nkrumah pinpointg the colonial period us a rupture of
Dlack history, in which traditional African social forms
(family, tribal government, religious practices, etc.) were
frozen static while the ecomony was acczlerated into com=-
modity production for Nuropean markcts. So thay kept/keep our
minds in the past; while we work in the present for their
future. So Africans were forczd out of Black history into
white history, forced to serve the greed and lust of the west.

But therc are also internal contradictions. In the so-
called incdependent African countrics, between January 1963
and December 31969, th:re have been 27 coup d'etat’s in Africa.
And in a separate chapter on “elitism " Nkrumah outlines

the bourgeoise ideology that sustains these right-wing middle

class-military moves. He goes on to discuss other ideologies:

(a) "...the bogusc conception of 'n:gritude' ... pseudo in-

tellectual theory ..."; (U) “the term 'African Socialism' is

similarly meaningless and irrelevant. v
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